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At only 14 years old, Michael Parks Jr has achieved 
more than many of us can expect to accomplish 
in a lifetime. The past twelve months have been 
particularly successful for Michael, winning an 
abundance of local, state, national and international 
regattas. 

A student and sailor in the Firsts Team at Geelong 
Grammar School, Michael began sailing at Royal 
Geelong Yacht Club at the age of 7 in the Optimist 
class, through the club’s Tackers programme.  

The past eighteen months have seen his attention 
turn to the Open Bic class, winning most of the major 
local regattas for the year including the Victorian 
Junior and Youth Championships, the Victorian State 
Championships in both 2015 and 2016, the South 
Australian State Championship, and the Australian 
National Championship Invitational race, placing 
4th in the Under 16 category and 7th overall to earn 
himself a spot on the Australian team at the Open Bic 
Worlds at Safety Beach SC in December 2015. 

In December 2015, Michael also competed in 
the ISAF World Cup of Sailing in the Open Bic 
class, earning himself a silver medal with his second 
place overall. 

As well as the Open Bic, Michael competed in 
the State Championships in the RS Aero-5 class, 
carrying a perfect score after dropping a 2nd to take 
out his third Victorian Title for 2016. 

Michael is one of a select number of junior athletes 
who are part of the Barwon Sports Academy, and 
was awarded the Barwon Sports Academy “Best 
Athlete in Sailing” award in November 2015. As 
well as this, Michael was one of just four athletes 
shortlisted for the Lee Troop Junior Sports Star of the 
Year award. 

Following his success in the Open Bic class, Michael 
and his family travelled to France in July 2016 for 
him to participate in the 2016 World Championships, 
where he placed 5th male sailor in a fleet of 127 
under/16 sailors, 7th overall. 

On the 21st of July 2016, Michael finished first in the 
World Team Racing Championships – making him a 
World Champion. 

The 21st of July was also his father’s (RGYC long-
time member, Tony Parks) birthday.  A unique gift for 
a sailing father to receive!

Michael states that having RGYC member, past 
world champion and Geelong Grammar School 
Sailing Coach Bruce King assist him in his Geelong 
Grammar Team Sailing events added tremendous 
power to achieving this world championship win.  
The race finals saw the Australian team take on the 
local French team in a best of three knockout series 
that saw some brilliant sailing tactics undertaken 
by our RGYC champion to secure a 2-0 win, and 
bring home a trophy with the words “2016 World 
Champion” upon it!. 

Michael was also nominated for the Yachting Victoria 
Junior Sailor of the Year award, and although he did 
not win the award this year it is an honour just to be 
nominated. 

Michael has recently started sailing in the Laser 
4.7 Class, and has produced impressive results 
in his early regattas in the class. Michael is also 
now training in the Australian Sailing (Vic) High 
Performance Sailing Programme with Coach Adrian 
Finglass.

Congratulations to Michael on an outstanding year. 
There is no doubt that the future of youth sailing in 
Geelong is bright!


